
(Gertrude) B. Elion

Geschrieben von: volunteer
Dienstag, den 01. Oktober 2013 um 13:47 Uhr - 

Gertrude B. Elion (1918-1999)

  

Gertrude B. Elion was born to immigrant parents in New York city. Her father came from
Lithuania and her mother from Russia. She spent her early years in Manhattan where her father
had a dental practice. When her brother was born they moved to Bronx.

  

      
She was a child with an insatiable thirst of knowledge. She finished high school and decided to
major with science and chemistry. A great influence on her decision was the death of her
grandfather, when she was 15. He died of cancer and Gertrude was motivated to do all she
could to cure the disease. She graduated from Hunter College in 1937 and New York University
(Master of Science) in 1941. And then she had difficulties finding an employment, because
many laboratories refused to hire women chemists. By chance she found a job as a lab
assistant. Even though she didn’t receive the salary, she decided to work and gain experience. 
Later she had developed her skills in a major food company and laboratory Johnson and
Johnson. In 1944 she was hired at Burroughs-Welcome where she started her cooperation with
Dr. George H. Hitchings.
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They were studying the chemical compositions of diseased cells to create medicines. Thismethod wasn’t conventional but in the end they were able to design drugs that would block viralinfections, for example Herpes and were able to combat Leukemia and AIDS. Elion and herteam (Dr. Hitchings and Sir James Black) also discovered treatments for Malaria, Meningitis, forbacterial infections of the respiratory tracts and so on. Generally, she developed 45 patents inmedicine. In 1988 she and her team won a Nobel prize for Medicine. She never obtained herDoctor degree but she was awarded an honorary Doctor of Science degree from HarvardUniversity (1998) and honorary Ph. D. from Polytechnic University of New York (1989).Gertrude Elion died in North Carolina in 1999, at the age of 81.
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